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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are:

According to a UN study
released in June 2013, in 49 of
the world's least-developed
countries, the population is
projected to double from what
it is now to nearly two billion by
2050. In order to ensure a
food-secure future, farming
must become climate resilient.

If current income and
consumption growth trends
continue, the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO)
estimates that agricultural
production will have to increase
by 60 percent by 2050 to satisfy
the expected demands for food.

Rapid population growth is
directly linked to climate
change. As the population
grows there is a growing need
for trees for fuel leading to
deforestation.

One of the most practical ways
to combat climate change is to
plant more trees in order to
take more carbon out of the
atmosphere. Whether you plant
trees around your home, in
your community, or in one of
the forests in your community,
they help fight climate change.

Through the natural process of
photosynthesis, trees absorb
Carbon Dioxide-CO2 and other
pollutant gases, then store the
carbon and emit pure oxygen.
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To promote tree planting and avoid deforestation

To clearly discuss the advantages of tree planting in
combating climate change effects

To learn from other people about the advantages of tree
planting in one’s own backyard

To understand the connection between population growth
and climate change

The Problem: lack of knowledge on the link between tree
planting and mitigating climate change

Much attention is being
focused on tree planting as
a way to combat climate
change at the moment. But
can planting trees really
compensate for all that
carbon that pollutes the air?

Trees are critical to the
ecosystem, they provide
food and shelter to
numerous mammals and
insects. They take carbon
dioxide (a major
greenhouse gas) from the
atmosphere and store the
carbon in the wood.

So by planting trees you are
ensuring that carbon is
taken out of the air and
therefore helping to combat
climate change.

While all living plant matter
absorbs carbon dioxide as
part of photosynthesis, trees
process significantly more
than smaller plants due to
their large size and
extensive root structures.

Deforestation is a large
contributor to global
warming and carbon
dioxide emissions, but
planting new trees, even
one tree in your own
backyard can help in
reducing some of the
climate change effects.

Planting a tree can be one of
the most satisfying activities
of our lives. Nurturing a

tree we have planted and
watching it grow and bear
fruit is a rewarding
experience.
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Activities for Journalists

Use your radio station to help your
community understand the importance of
trees in mitigating climate change effects.

The simplest way to combat climate change
is to plant trees. Trees breathe in carbon
dioxide and through the process of photo-
synthesis create food for themselves and give
off oxygen. Carbon dioxide is one of the
main causes of global warming. Carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases blanket
the earth's atmosphere and trap heat. This
leads to warming of the earth's atmosphere
as the trapped heat is prevented from
escaping.

As trees grow, they help stop climate change
by removing carbon dioxide from the air,
storing carbon in the trees and soil, and
releasing oxygen into the atmosphere.

While fighting climate change, trees provide
many benefits to every human being, every
day. They provide cooling shade, block cold
winter winds, attract birds and wildlife, purify
our air, prevent soil erosion and clean our
water.

Trees reduce topsoil erosion, prevent harmful
land pollutants contained in the soil, slow
down water runoff (water that cannot be
further absorbed by the soil), and ensure that
our groundwater supplies are continually
replenished.

Encourage your listeners to plant more fruit
trees which will offer them a lot of benefits.
Apart from the trees being used as a way to
combat climate change, the trees will also
provide something to eat.

Have a vox pop with a number of people and
ask them the importance of planting trees.

Interview a traditional leader from your
community and ask him/her about measures
he/she has put in place as a leader in
combating climate change.

Does the government or other organizations
provide free trees?

Have another interview with a member of the
community who has a lot of trees at his/her
house. Ask them why they decided to plant a
lot of trees at their home and how they think
the trees are helping in combating climate
change.

Ask a forestry official from your area to
explain the link between planting more trees
and mitigating climate change effects.

Encourage your listeners to plant a tree by
hosting an event!

Useful Contacts

Centre for Environmental Policy and Advocacy; Tel: +265 (0) 212 700 104

Clinton Foundation-(Trees of Hope project):265-1-277-222
www.fao.org/ag/ca/ca-publications/istro%202009.pdf

Coder, K. 1996. Identified Benefits of Community Trees and Forests .University of Georgia, Ga., USA.[8]. USDA Forest Service Pamphlet #

R1-92-100.

http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Documentation/pdf/WPP2012_Press Release.pdf
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