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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

It is very important for small 

scale farmers to find ways to 

increase their knowledge about 

climate change and learn about 

new farming techniques that 

will make their crops more 

resistant to drastic weather 

changes.  

     

Some of the interventions 

farmers can adopt include: 

raising small livestock like 

goats, mixed cropping, use 

drought-tolerant crops and using 

manure to fertilize their crops. 

The key is to diversify to reduce 

the risk. If one crop fails, the 

farmer has other things to fall 

back on. 

 

Crop rotation combined with 

agro-forestry can improve the 

quality of soils and also increase 

water availability during dry 

periods. 

 

These steps can bolster the 

ability of small scale farmers to 

deal with new and emerging 

climate risks and can also 

enhance household food 

security while reducing soil 

degradation as well as crop and 

livestock loss. 

 

Therefore, it’s important to 

realize that the type of diversity 

which succeeds in different 

areas depends on how prepared 

farmers are for drastic changes 

in the weather. 

Farmers must start planning for 

climate changes and actively 

seek information on farming 

techniques that will help them 

weather the changes. 

 

The Problem: Climate Change Resilience  
 

 

 

Focus: Climate 
Change Resilience  

Climate change resilience 

refers to the ability to 

absorb stress and maintain 

normal functions in the 

face of climate change.  

The rising awareness of 

climate change by national 

and international bodies 

needs to be taken seriously 

in order to withstand its 

impact by poor vulnerable 

groups. 

For instance, the threats of 

climate change on small 

scale farmers have caused 

concern because of its 

impact on agricultural 

production -- which is a 

major livelihood activity 

for the poorest people in 

Zambia.  

Climate change causes 

unpredictable weather 

patterns. In Zambia, the 

Southern and Western 

provinces have been hard 

hit. They are experiencing 

less rain and very high 

daily temperatures. Both 

are having a major impact 

on livestock production 

and the spread of diseases.                                                       
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Solutions: Activities for Journalists 

 

Use your community radio station to help 

listeners understand the significance of 

mitigating food shortages due to drought. 

Discuss climate change with your radio 

listeners. What changes have they noticed? 

What do they already know about adaptation 

and mitigation?  

 

Discuss with your community about how they 

view climate change? How does it affect their 

livelihood? 

Find out how small-scale farmers plan on 

dealing with drought and low crop yields due 

to low rainfall. 

Do many farmers in your community 

diversify crops and sources of income? 

Find out from the farmers what they think of 

crop diversification?  

What traditional methods do they use to 

reduce the risk of food shortages? 

Invite an extension agent to talk about climate 

resilience.  

Ask the extension agent to discuss how small 

scale farmers can integrate traditional farming 

practices into current farming techniques.  

Find out how many small scale farmers in 

your community have attended training 

meetings on climate smart agriculture. 

Planning for droughts, floods and erratic 

rainfall can make a significant difference in a 

family’s ability to feed itself during hard 

times.  

Forest and farm integration is vital for small 

scale farmers since many local people rely on  

Useful Links 

Information about farming and the environment: Makweti 

Sishekanu, National Farmers Union Zambia: +260-211-

252-649 or +260-965-098-360.  Email: 

makwetiskanu@yahoo.com 

 

 

Good source of information: Vincent Ziba, National 

Coordinator, Community-based National Resource 

Management Forum, Zambia; Email: 

vinceziba@yahoo.com.  Phone: 0966-246-924 

Good source of information; Mwape Sichilongo, WWF 

Conservation Manager. Email: 

mwapesichilongo@wwfzam.org. Phone: +260 

966442540 

 

 

 

forest products to cope during periods of 

extreme food shortages. 

By practicing conservation agriculture, 

farmers can see a wide range of benefits such 

as improved soil conditions, better crops with 

less water and higher crop yield. 

How many farmers in your community use 

conservation practices and what are their 

experiences? 

Discuss with farmers how they are planning 

for the next growing season.  

Do farmers work closely with the Ministry of 

Agriculture extension officers for soil and 

water management practices in your area? 

Encourage farmers to share experiences of 

coping with changes in climate that affect 

their agricultural productivity. 

Host a community event and invite extension 

agents and farmers who are using new 

farming techniques so they can share this 

knowledge with other farmers. 
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