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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly for Zambia 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

Although village chickens are 

important in providing food and 

income, management practices 

to increase these benefits is very 

low. 

A village chicken provides 

cheap, readily harvestable 

proteins enriched with high 

quality digestible protein for 

immediate home consumption 

and income. 

The growth of village poultry is 

very low because many farmers 

do not invest much in the 

production of these chickens. 

Lack of proper feeding is what 

contributes highly to low 

productivity and high mortality. 

The growth rate of village 

chickens is also very slow 

compared to exotic breeds. 

Village chickens have a high 

mortality rate because of poor 

management.  

Many farmers don’t think about 

growing more of these village 

chickens – even though market 

demand is increasing – and with 

– a potential to increase 

household income.  

An extra income can be 

particularly helpful if drought or 

flooding destroy a farmers’ 

crops. 

Village chicken has become the 

most preferred source of protein 

by most Zambians as compared 

to the exotic chickens because 

of its good taste and perceived 

health benefits. For one thing, 

they are produced organically 

with little or no chemical 

applications or external feeds. 

The Problem: Management of Village 
Chickens  
 

 

 

Focus: Village 
Chicken 

Chicken is a well-known bird 

all over the world and is very 

delicious. A village chicken is 

not fed on special chicken feed 

like broiler starter and finisher. 

A village chicken wonders 

about during the day in search 

of food. It is not confined to 

the chicken run like broilers or 

layers. Chicken production has 

a fundamental role in poverty 

reduction and fighting 

malnutrition and hunger 

reduction in rural households. 

Despite the fact that village 

chicken plays many roles in 

the livelihood of rural people, 

rearing village chicken is 

considered a side line 

agricultural activity. Once an 

outbreak of disease comes 

through, local communities 

lose most of their chickens due 

to death. The level of 

production is also very low 

due to poor management 

practices. 

In times of a changing climate, 

raising chickens could be a 

good way for a farmer to 

diversify – so that if crops fail, 

there is a fallback plan. 
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Solutions: Activities for Journalists 

 

Village chickens fulfill many roles in the rural 

livelihoods of small scale farmers by directly 

contributing to household cash income and as 

a major source of protein. 

Do a lot of people in your village eat local 

chicken?   

For those who do – ask them why? What are 

the benefits?  

For those who don’t even village chicken – 

ask them why not?  How do these people get 

their daily protein? 

The production of village chickens remains 

low in Zambia.  Ask people in your 

community why that is the case.  

Are there any incentives to raising village 

chickens? If someone in your community 

raises these chickens, as they why they do so? 

How many chickens do they have? Does it 

provide steady income? 

Why do they think many people don’t raise 

village chickens? 

Find out what causes most deaths of village 

chickens and what measures farmers take to 

protect their chickens. 

Find out how many farmers vaccinate their 

villages chickens for diseases? 

Find out if any of the farmers provide the 

village chickens with any supplementary 

feeding to fatten them up.  Encourage farmers 

Useful Links 

Information about farming and the environment: 

Makweti Sishekanu, National Farmers Union Zambia: 

+260-211-252-649 or +260-965-098-360.  Email: 

makwetiskanu@yahoo.com 

 

Poultry Association of Zambia under Zambia National 

Farmer Union, Mr Coillad Hamusimi on 0979787078, 

E-mail  Hamusimbi-hamusimbi@znfu.org.zm 

 

Good source of information: Vincent Ziba, FAO 

Zambia, Zambia; Email: vinceziba@yahoo.com.  

Phone: 0966-246-924 

 Mwape Sichilongo, WWF Conservation Manager. 

Email: mwapesichilongo@wwfzam.org. Phone: +260 

966442540 

 

 

 

to visit the Ministry of Agriculture 

Veterinary Services for advice on suitable 

vaccines for village chickens and prevent 

lose due to diseases outbreaks. 

Find out how a small scale farmer can 

increase the productivity of village chickens? 

Have any farmers diversified into the chicken 

business after drought or flooding?  If so, has 

does this income compare to income from 

maize and other crops?  

Is the market demand seasonal for village 

chicken or the demand steady throughout the 

year? 

Village chicken production can be a business 

that women run.  

Do any women in your community raise 

village chickens?  If so, why do they do so. 

Ask them! 
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